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Methodological Practice in Sociological Research:
Social Capital Research in Egypt as a Model

Abstract: The current research aims to identify the nature of the
methodological approach in social capital studies and research. The
research relied on both quantitative and qualitative methods, using the
method of content analysis, as the research was conducted on the
comprehensive Non probability sample of social capital researches and
theses: 51 researches and theses in sociology, divided into 26 research
papers and 25 master's and doctoral theses. Field data were collected
using the content analysis guide. The research revealed a set of results,
the most important of which are: in the study of social capital in Egypt,
researchers relied on the quantitative method, and only a few of them
relied on the qualitative method and the integrative method; the majority
of researchers studied social capital through the descriptive method and
the descriptive-analytical method, since they are the most used methods in
Egyptian sociological research; on the level of analysis, a third of the
researchers relied on micro-sociological analysis and a quarter of the
researchers relied on the level of mesosiological analysis, followed by a
group of researchers who mixed between two or more levels of analysis;
on the level of analytical ability and credibility of results, it became clear
that more than half of the researchers relied on the level of description
and that a third of them relied on analysis, while a very small number
relied on explanation, interpretation and comparison.

Keywords: Methodological practice, social research, social capital,
capital.
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