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Abstract:
The present study attempts to understand the role of political capital—as
a reference factor—in interpreting spatial exclusion, rather than solely
relying on the location’s nature and conditions as the primary basis for
explaining this inequality or exclusion. Therefore, the research problem is
framed around the following question: What role does political capital
play in determining the level and characteristics of spatial exclusion?
The study employs multiple research methods, starting with the historical
approach, then the descriptive approach, and concluding with a limited
comparative approach. This required selecting specific data-rich cases
carefully chosen based on precise criteria designed after field visits and
focus group interviews. Consequently, the researcher adopted a non-
probability sampling method to align with the conditions of the studied
areas, ensuring a wealth of field knowledge and gaining the respondents’
trust in conducting the study.
The sample consists of three spatial cases representing residential areas
that have experienced— and continue to experience—spatial exclusion
in recent years. Several cases were drawn from each location, with a total
sample size of 55 respondents, distributed among the three residential
areas to ensure proper representation. In-depth interview guides were
used to conduct field interviews with the study cases. The study resulted
in several key findings:

« Political capital, rather than the location itself, is the primary fac-

tor in explaining variations in developmental and social levels.
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Traditional and creative crafts weaken and disintegrate when
relocated or when workers are resettled away from their original
environment and identity.

Local development policies and plans, when executed without
the participation of residents or experts, contribute to reinforcing
spatial exclusion cycles.

Mitigating spatial exclusion can be achieved by engaging resi-
dents in developing their area and utilizing it positively to increase
their income and attachment to the location.

Awareness of social stigma—both from others and from the
self—increases as the political capital of the group diminishes.

Keywords: Spatial exclusion — Political capital — Social networks — Polit-

ical participation
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