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Economic Crises and Consumption Culture:
A Socio-Anthropological Study in Suez Governorate

Abstract

The current study aims to explore the relationship between economic crises and
the shifts that characterize the consumption culture among the residents of Suez
Governorate based on the scientific method through both the descriptive analyti-
cal and anthropological approaches. In order to achieve this objective, the study
combined both quantitative and qualitative methods through social survey sam-
pling, individual interviews and observation. The study mapped out a scale for
economic crises and consumption culture based on three-point Likert scale and
was applied to a sample of 1700 individuals. To delve deeper into some of the
collected data, the in-depth interview guide were applied to a purposive sample
of forty five cases representing different districts of Suez. The study revealed a
set of findings, most notably a shift in the perceptions and meanings associated
with acquiring commodities reflecting a change in the system of consumption
values under the current economic pressures, an increasing awareness among
consumers as manifested in the reconsidering priorities toward basics, a diversi-
fication in consumption tactics among families through prioritizing necessities
over luxuries. Up-market commodities played a central role in social distinction.
Luxury became a financially planned-out and calculated activity, the prevalence
of a culture of concealment in consumption and the existence of a gap between
consumer aspirations and individuals actual economic capabilities. The study’s
hypotheses were verified as statistical differences indicated the influence of cer-
tain social characteristics on the various dimensions of consumption culture in
the light of economic crises.

Keywords: Economic Crises, Consumption Culture.
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