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Parental Perceptions of the Mechanisms for Shaping Children’s
Awareness of Bodily Privacy:
A Field Study on a Sample of Parents in Cairo Governorate

Abstract

The current resarch aimed to identify parents' perceptions of the mecha-
nisms for shaping children's awareness of body privacy. To achieve this,
the resarch relied on a social survey approach, using a three-point Likert
scale as a tool for collecting quantitative data from a sample of (300) par-
ents in Cairo Governorate.

The resarch reached results, most notably: There were statistically signif-
icant differences in parents' preventive parenting practices in shaping
children's awareness of body privacy attributed to the variables (age,
number of children, level of education, type of residential neighborhood,
and children's educational level). The calculated Chi-square values for the
variables were (98.79), (55.185), (76.00), (41.715), and (24.129), respec-
tively, at the (0.001) level. However, there was no statistically significant
difference in parents' preventive parenting practices in shaping children's
awareness of body privacy attributed to the income variable. The calcu-
lated value of (Ka2) reached (14.65) at a significance level of (0.005), and
there is a medium direct correlation between parents’ perceptions of the
child’s body privacy and their preventive educational practices followed
in shaping his awareness of this privacy, as the value of Pearson’s correla-
tion coefficient reached (0.578**), which is statistically significant at the
significance level of (0.01), which means that the higher the parents’
awareness of the concept of the child’s body privacy, the more they real-
ize the importance of adopting preventive educational practices that con-
tribute to enhancing the child’s awareness of his body, its limits, and
ways to protect him from forms of physical violence.

Keywords: Parental perceptions — Bodily privacy — Child.
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